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'Ihe l'liners strike has, now been going on for ove:' six months and although victory has
not yet been achieved. raany positive d.evelopments herve:r)-r'eady taken pIace. Despite ttre
states eff orts 'bo smas,]l the miners through the starvation tactics ernployecl by the }I{SS,
tire.,'icti"misation hy the Cou:'ts, the lies of the nredia and the unprecedented use of force
by tire police, the fight to defend. the mining comrnunities has not weakened but gloi,m
s trcngerl
PTTT]OD AGAINST TJjE STATA

The violence s€ien at the lienheath and. l4arkham I'Iain collieries:, and only yesterday a:t
I{a1tby d.emonstrates that the minersr a,tre not prepared to fight on their lt:ees but are: fight-
ing to win. The role that uomen have been plalring in thris dispute thrcugh support groupsi
ancl throu-gh the comm-rnities, (as- actirris*s organising public meetings, fundra:ising, march-
ing on clemonstrations to publicise their cause in the sca,b coalfields and turning out on
picket lines,) is a pcs,itive ind.ica:Lion of growing strength and unity. At the same tim.e,
the success of the hit squa.ds in their attack on the NCB and its a1lies d.emons*rates the
power of r..rorld-ng class initj-ative and self-organisation, Despite these developments, -Lire

prossr is sti-Ll trying to convinde us that there,is a,. returzr to work, and. that the s'tri:Lre is;
beginning to crrrmble d.ue to lalck of support. 'i'HIS, IS A tTEl E',ren the Financial- Times
acknowled.ges thaL since the beginning of the strilre, the_'drift' bagk-to lrork has. b

l*:e-gll ?he claims of the neri.ia and the governmentJo ttre contrerry are purely to sow
confusion i:nrl {esp:lir.
P0dER rN_JHE lpjLlc'13i.u,. . . ? I

Well- on the road. tc uintez' the impact of the strike can nor'r only increase. While the
6overnment cleims th.at ';here'vrill 1:e, nu potier cuts, for a:. long time if *t all , a recent
report states that l;ith coal stocirs d"u,rn tc a less tihan a quari;er of irlrat tliey r,rere: tlds
time last year the firsb power cuts could begin as early as October. ., assnfiIi-ng sorne
solidaz'ity f::om the power r,rorkers or the complete stoppage of coal prorluction. liith
NACOD3 ( tj:e union that carries, out safety anC maintena::.ce work at the pits) haring a strike
bsllot nex:l; lreek this, cou1d. soon become a reality, sJ-nce all pits would have to cease
prorLucti-on. Even if they dontt strike there .';re reasons to doubt the governnents coal $tocks,
estinates., " 

th.e renoval of sI-urry from the Chatter:ly lfhj.tfield I{ini"ng Museum is hardly the
act cf a confi.d.ent li0ts: llith unrest again ermptrrtg into violence in the inner clties/.(nini rrots in St Pauls and. Brixton which rrerenrt covered in the me,1ia) The state has ar

vested j.nte:'est in playing dorm the possibility of the s*ree*s being plunged into darkr:.ess
just when the shops are filling up ",,ri-th chrisnas good.iesi Linking rnrith the 4m11lion un-eap.-
loyed who have already experiencecl some of the hard.ships now hitting the rniners: is an
i-mport:lnt step forwards. Some unemplyed rriorkers have already taken aetion in support of the
miners,occuping the SI'IEB offices in Bristol, and in Gl-asgowrthe offices, of the govt. appoin-
ted sequesters of S.liales,lfUM fu:r<i.s. Like thos.'e unemployedo the minersi are no strangersr to
harrlship. Hard.eneC to life be]ow the bread. line it is uulikely that a return to uork will
ccme about clue to naterial- d.eprivation, but the essentie1 questiotr still remai:rs', how can
the strike be ruon?
NO COI,1PM'{SATIOII f AII ESCAXATIOI{ t2

Unless the strike spread.s j"t canno'b be I'ron, f t may come to an end, but that end. rror-i1d^

jrrst be :'urother compromise with the govern:nent and the NCB. There is. now more at sta.i;e
than .just -ihr: closure of the pitsr original"ly threatened. Coal board rhetoric suggests that
-bho NCB '..;ould like to use this; s,trike &s, an exquse for closing more pits due to thej-r
degene:'ation during the s;t:'ike. Thousands h,xve- heen amested at picket lines and even in
their homes! I'lany of these miners have i.ocieved heavy fines, (some around C2O0 for obstn;ct-
ion offences; rrir-ith az'e normal-Iy under f,20) while others'liave been sackod or7'a:rct face
prison si:ntences. C:in 'l,hose people be :.loanConed (The N'rIl,I i:a.re dj-sci+ned, miners' arreste.J for
"unoffj.cii,."f'r actions) after they have gi-rren so much for tire strike? And arhat of the
thousand.s i-njured by police brutality on the picket lines? Can a s'ettl-ement that ri.oes; not
inclurle the d.::opping of all chargesr, payrent of cornpensation for injrrry and lost r.ragcs be
eonsirJ.ereC.:L victory? N0! The longer the strlke goes on, the nore the situation requires;
an escal-r;.bion rn the d.emand.s that have to'be met, and if they are to be net in fu11, the
SUPI)ORi| 0,T 0TriER I,{OPJGRS, IS VIT,$
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l\.1 the TUC ;;n6;;;ce, Scar6i11 a.ppeared to ltave 'rron a poli'Llca1 victory by gaining the

bacl:ing of the conf erenc", frlt iUrt aols it mean? ld'ot a l-ot. Itrhat the Miners donrt neeC i-s

the kj.nd of bacllng 'i;irat the TUC gave -lhe ITGA dri:ring tlre ttrarcington d.ispute wher5 despite

1982 conference resolutions,to back an;, un1oi] }"1"i attac]r frorn the governj]0ents union laws,

the TIIC sat back anrl watctied the ITGA f:Lce to-La1 C.efeat. If the niners' are lrary of betrayal
then tlie1" .;ould do we.-1. to look a1; the actj-vities of the;ir olm union. The lasl set of N"ril!/

NCB talG wer.3 'bhe nost secretive yet. McGahe;r prorni-sed-r!'..secre-t ta1ks, but no sec::et

deaJ-s,,. $o r+hy -bhe farciea-I rcloak anrl dagger;rt? The NLr$ (Scargi11 includ.ed) mr:r-sJ now be

looirilg for a i,ray out of the stri-ire. ca.ining ihe verbal support of the f'UC r^ras victory
enough. The iast thing that Scargi.ll rrran"bs now is to be seriousllr put in a position cf
ha."ring to r:.r,:k for tha.=i support t-o ire transla'Led. into ac-bion -( 

especrally since 'blre stecl
,.,;o:r:kers and power uorkers bureamcrets are set against it). lf"'a d-ea,f is not reached Sclon ' " -- -

then hc r,ii.l-l be lef L uith no choice.
}IrliiE 0i' "i ro}i

To t].rosi': tiho refr-ue to
fow' recent exanPles-; of w}:e

-Linrt;i is forg,;ed through soU-C.arity and l:o1
rThe n:iners fight is ever3tborllrts fi.ghtr ineanc

believe that the iiilM i^rou.l,rL tsell outr the m'iners u'-' iroinL to 'e

::e ti:rey have d.one just tirat.",t}.ese a.cticns of the l{iii!{ spea}: for
themsell-es' *:r*n .i.lro T{-innai rt for tireir sit-in,
JdL jlLIn sco.Llen.Jo as picketS fro,:r the Kinnej.l Pit gain stlppo

I.lcGairey calls off bhe strilce. Itirrnerl- ?it is shuL. Tn iiales,, the I'lUli i6;no:res an 8Ci vote

for str,j-ke arl,iion against job losses. The 'uhl'eatened pits al.e shu'L . In tsent, NUi\t opposs3

str:ike act-i-cn taa:Lns* rt:tlLrndancies, a't Snorrrdol'in pit.

=n_e_r71jli_;:i,i-S.roo* 
ueek strit<e at l{onktonhall prt in Scot1a.ird. f}re Nli1'I negotiates what t}rey

;;il; a irtic'l;o::',rrt. rfp:tz of "bhe strilcers demands are'rnet'
Jl.l:V_lLI_jg* ,uc,,j.on:6ilScottisrh miners, aLt 13ogsirle anrl Polmaise pits againsL closures'
Spon'i;aneo*:i'liiil.ii..*ou1s throyghout Scottand in:'esponse to neri shifts and p::oductivity dcals'
S.ot"i;-i.sli i;li]i,i Il::ecrttive meeting refuses tc cal-l ar: all out strlke, sayi-ng their is no

sul:po,--'t" Po-i-:laise niners. storm the neetin6; and attack l'lcGahey.
UiTill'.-::iI--l:ltl*-r- j.ii.r:;^.:f .I..gll!._'*"-f.-t-,*ir;.i;;-L i.i; uc be avoided anci the striire splead. and escalated'chen the bure.+ucrac)r
of tire u:rions itus-i: be.bypa.sserl. ?or.rer wo:rkcrs officia-l-s telling lditi'i officia-ls that tl:ej-r
ureri.i:e::s r^ri."l l. r:ot bitc.l:: the mine::s is, meaninglessr ( t::e t 982 :].:ai-l- strj-lies ttrerer sal:otaged rthel
the II[? rci'used to back Ai]LllIl arLci vj-ce-versa beeause of t]re person::I i"ir,ralrJ,' be'Lueen

S:;d l.iei.glr.ei1 and R:ry Buci:bon), TUX STnII(n H:JST BU TAlIl1{ OUT 0}'lli{ii }i,$i}iJ Cii ?IIE Ii}'{IOiiS -
IIF:E 1{III S;.,,JADS i{A\IE SijOITi{ HCI,T sjUCCESStr.Lil, AUTOI{O1,IO.US i,,IORKii{G CL,IrSS O-iB.GA\II5]ATIIO]! CAN I]8.

/iilA.t-ilST tlIE Ulfrrr] r0licrlsl 01i TIiE S rm;r
f9 01'ilf TIIE U{I

r,,Jver.3,ii6,.1ir?s fight is also 'i;he l4iners fightl t. Other r+orkt:;:s, parti-culariy
kc],, ii:.rhrs'i;:i:':ir:sr nust be appealec1 to tIRECTtlr ALYgSIgiEA an{ elcourage'1 not
lirf 6i1:r:::,s, i;ut to USE Ti{iS 0PP0RT-L]-I{ITY 110 TAKI UP t'Hl'lTR 0}I}I }E}iANllS"

lr0Rlli J'OIII;|T S]?IiGl COljlMIfTLlljlS, LIIIK iIP IITIH TIiE in'MljPl,0YtrlD, SPRIi.irit tIill STF-IKE:

idnrLt;r is a two ;ir.Y tlr-i:rg.
::o'uhiug unlesr: the uine:rs re

The slogan
cognise. th:lt:
those iri. tile

just to yallolt

Careless Talh is a srirall group of revclutionaries:: surviring j-n the po'ctez'i-es'' our €l:ims are:
t ) He are fo:: tir.e aboij-ticn of cai:italism wtrich is a s;lstem of opp:'ess:ioa and exploir-tatiotl.
existing _Eqrf:tqipgq3.*lhg-:tgL$. Th:'r.s taslr cari only t,e camied out by "bhe ','rorleing class'
themselvesr fcr tfellseiv6i," 1'he wor:king class is t]re vast.ne""io::it;,r of the irorlC population
ancl include:; hor-:-ser,ri'ves, -Lhe unempl.oyed and all those r,;ho have to sell their abii-lty to
wor.k in or.C.cr tr-) survive.
Z) We u1ge."biiat stru-ggles be directly controlled by those invoii'ed. in them, not iry unicr)s''
political i,ariies or*organisa'bions ,tict, ser:k'bo lead or cla.ia to r:epresent the W. classr.
iY-fi;';;: r.-"i""r, arl divisions witt:in the class (";"r. ""-!*i*"r* *ni/r*o**rr, blacksy':'rhites"::-.,,-,7",;;:'.i;. 

.) *i,o"" one sectlon o.l thc class oppresscs aitcther. ihese tlivis'rot:s
ijral art o iJIct-L i1'.1 t',-i. .

preve::t unit1,. i n ::truggle and can only serve the ral-lng el-a'ss
Z) rrle :lre i12iaj-nst glf-jrc. of ni.itionalisn anrL i!€ it.t:rn;lti.on,'ri clrrs: stzu,lglc.
5) ire uie:,rt in en,i To-ffiLayery.an,1 -bhe r:egi-'ming of prod-uction forneeC not p::oirt r'rhere

evelr:;one hiis s.n e,:i*ua.I saSr i1 the running of soci.ety and itr d.etermining their ot*rt lives.

lIe are,i,ri-lli-ng tc offer the use of our prir:t facil.i'Lies, to arlyone, interested i-n sprcadi.ni;
the r:i;rike outs:irle of' the contz"ol of the utrions, If you have. any comnents, rr:ticisml] oj:

e.nqu:L::ies plea.se write to the folloi"iing address t 
ff"-iffott streetr
lffiIrlCr'r9'Il,lI -" U - Li:i\rrE'
Cr.l-^.tr€*.r./ U. IIIDi


